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1. MODULE DESCRIPTION   

 
 
The subject The origins of human behavior in Africa: old sites, new perspectives intends to 
perform a comprehensive review of biological and cultural developments of humankind, using 
an analytical and scientific approach. In order to give an adequate perspective of human 
evolution and hominization process, we will try to provide the student a series of prior 
knowledge of what African Prehistory represents as Science and which are the characteristics 
that define hominins as such, both from the point of view of its definition, and of the 
methodological springs that prehistorians use to obtain the data and proceed to further 
analysis, with special emphasis on how methodology has evolve from the very beginning of 
archaeological discipline to the present. Together with these theoretical contents, the subject 
foresees the realization of practical seminars so students can come into contact with 
archaeological materials in order to better understand biological, cultural and typological 
development, as well as to provide and insight into new study techniques, such as artificial 
intelligence or statistics, that have gained strength in recent years as an alternative way of 
approaching certain unknowns. 
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2. COMPETENCES   

 
Generic competences:  
  

1. To develop critical thinking and information seeking skills in order to identify, analyse 
and interpret data. 

2. To know how to analyse and make an adequate use of primary and secondary sources. 

3. To present information, analysis, interpretation and conclusions in a coherent, critical 
and convincing manner, according to scientific methodologies.   
 

4. To develop autonomous research capacities, such as analysis, argumentation, 
inference and debate based on specialized knowledge, in an interdisciplinary context.  

 

Subject-specific competences:   

1. To know about basis for archaeological reconstructions. 

2. To understand, deepen and explain diversity and social complexity of the past. 

3. To use and apply analogy and experimentation to test hypotheses about the societies 
of the past. 
4. To understand about the meaning and impact of the past in contemporary processes. 
5. To establish an updated state-of-the-art on the basics of human origins and behaviour. 

  
3. CONTENTS   

  
  

Units   

Unit 1. Introduction: basic concepts and evolution of research and interpretation on 
Prehistory 

Unit 2. African Prehistory: chronology and geological and environmental frame 

Unit 3. Hominization process, from bipedalism and anatomical change to dawn of 
modern culture  
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Unit 4. Pliocene hominins and Early Pleistocene hominins: possible first cultural 
evidences?  

Unit 5. Beginnings of “Homo” and “human behaviour”. Main hypothesis and 
controversies: hunting vs scavenging debate 

Unit 6. Out of Africa and expansion of humankind 

Unit 7. Homo sapiens emergence and spread: certainties and unknowns about the 
“modern human” concept 

Unit 8. Current state-of-the-art and new challenges for Prehistoric Archaeology: same 
questions, new ways to answer them  
  
  
  

 
  

  
5. ASSESSMENT  

  
 
Assessment criteria:  
  
The following criteria will be considered for assessment:   
  

.  4 TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS   
  
Student’s workload : 75 hours   
  

Class - contact hours :   24   
-   L ectures   
-   W orkshops   
-   E nd - of - term test   

Independent learning   : 50 1  

     
    
   
       

  
  

- Reading papers 
- Authonomous research and study 
- Preparing oral presentations (for the 

workshops)  

    
Total  : 75       
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• Ability to discuss and write coherently on several issues related to the subject, showing 
thorough knowledge of the authors and the content of the texts studied, as well as their 
social, cultural and historical contexts.   

• Participation and debate skills on the different topics and issues addressed, with 
especial emphasis on capacities to respond to different questions critically, sensitively 
and in detail, using appropriate terminology and evidence.  

• Ability to present ideas showing a good command of different communication 
strategies and presenting their positions and arguments coherently and accurately 
both in oral and written expression.  

• Ability to use research skills consistently, honestly and effectively in all activities.  
  
  
Assessment procedures:  
  
In accordance with the University regulations, assessment should be conducted by 
continuous assessment or a final examination. During the first two weeks of the semester, 
students may request from the Dean of the Faculty approval to be assessed by means of a 
final exam, specifying the reasons that justify this request.   
  
Students who do not request or are not granted this option will be assessed by means of the 
continuous assessment of work performed during the semester (see details below, under 
“Assessment instruments” and “Marking criteria”).   
  
Final exam:   
  
For those students who are not able to follow the continuous assessment scheme there will 
be one final summative two-hour written exam over the material covered during the module, 
both in the lectures and in the seminar sessions. This exam may include objective test 
questions, short answer questions and discussion questions.   
  
If necessary, this Final exam, or its reassessment, will be held on presential format.   
  
Reassessment:   
  
There will be a reassessment opportunity at the end of the second semester. This will also 
take the form of a two-hour written exam, with a similar format to the above-mentioned final 
examination, which will constitute 100% of the reassessment mark  
  
  
  
Assessment instruments:  
  
The assessment of students’ achieved learning outcomes will be based on the following 
components:  
   
- Class participation   
- Report and oral presentation of a topic    
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- End-of-term test   
  
Students are required to attend lectures, seminars and workshops. Attendance will be 
monitored and repeated absence without good reason may result in failure. A minimum of 
80% attendance at teaching sessions will be required to achieve a pass in this module. The 
class participation component will be assessed in terms of the level of students’ engagement 
in the seminars, the quality of their contributions, their preparation for class activities and their 
attitude.   
  
Active participation will be assessed considering, when applicable, content, illustration, 
organisation, expression and oral delivery.  
  
  
At the semester’s end there will be a two-hour test covering the material studied in the module. 
This test may include objective questions, short answer questions and short discussion 
questions, covering both the contents of lectures and the texts discussed in class.  
  
If necessary, the end-of-term test will be held online on UAH Campus Online.  
  
Marking criteria:  
  
The different assessment instruments described above for the continuous assessment 
process will be used according to the following marking criteria:  
  
- Class participation: 20%  
- Oral presentations: 40%  
- End-of-term test: 40%  
  
Those students who fail the continuous assessment process will not be able to take the final 
exam, but will have the opportunity, according to the University regulations, of a reassessment 
at the end of the second semester. This reassessment will be made through a final 
examination, as described above (see “Assessment procedures”).  
  
Marking descriptors  
  

- Outstanding (MH): Students display an outstanding grasp of the aims and contents of 
the module. All assessment criteria have been achieved at an exceptionally high level. 
Performance in all the tasks shows that students have read and thought at a level well 
beyond what is expected in the module. Students attend lectures and are always well-
prepared for discussion in seminars. They obtain outstanding results in the mid-term and 
end-of-term tests, or the final exam, if applicable.   

  
- Excellent (SB): Students display an excellent grasp of the aims and contents of the 

module. All assessment criteria have been achieved at a very high standard and an 
exceptionally high level. Performance in all the tasks shows all or most of the appropriate 
characteristics expected for this type of work. Students attend lectures and are well-
prepared for discussion in seminars, with almost no absences. They obtain excellent 
results in the mid-term and end-of-term tests, or the final exam, if applicable.   
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- Very Good (N): Students display a very good grasp of the aims and contents of the 

module. All assessment criteria have been met fully and many have been achieved at a 
good or very good standard. Performance in all the tasks shows a good knowledge of the 
syllabus contents. Students attend lectures and seminars, with few absences, and have 
done most of the preparation for them. They have a good foundation in the prescribed 
readings and build on ideas put forward in lectures and seminars. They obtain very good 
results in the mid-term and end-of-term tests, or the final exam, if applicable.   

  
- Satisfactory (A): Students show a satisfactory grasp of the aims and contents of the 

module. All assessment criteria have been met, but some barely exceed the threshold 
standard to pass the module. Performance in all the tasks shows some of the appropriate 
characteristics in relation to content, illustration, organisation and expression. Students 
are present in lectures and seminars, with few absences, and occasionally contribute to 
discussions. They obtain acceptable results in the mid-term and end-of-term tests, or the 
final exam, if applicable.   

  
- Fail (S): Students show an unsatisfactory grasp of the aims and contents of the module. 

Some assessment criteria do not reach the threshold standard to pass the module. 
Performance in all the tasks shows limited understanding of essential concepts and/or 
minimal research. Students have multiple absences and when they come, they are often 
not prepared or they do not say much. Their results in the midterm and end-of-term tests, 
or the final exam, if applicable, are insufficient considering the requirements of the course.   
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Domínguez-Rodrigo, M., (2017) The use of Micro-Photogrammetry and Geometric 
Morphometrics for identifying carnivore agency in bone assemblages, Journal of 
Archaeological Science Reports 14, 106–115 

  
  
  
  
  

7. ADITTIONAL PROVITION  

  
The University of Alcalá guarantees that, if due to health requirements, the public authorities 
prevent teaching activity from taking place on the University's premises, the teaching plans' 
objectives will be met through an online teaching and evaluation methodology. The UAH 
commits to return to face-to-face teaching as soon as said impediments cease.   
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