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1. MODULE DESCRIPTION   

 
The subject Experimental archaeology applied to the study of prehistoric societies has the main 
objective of exploring the interwoven relationship between prehistoric human groups and their 
material culture through a hands-on approach on the student’s part. Experimental Archaeology, as 
well as Ethnoarchaeology, are increasingly being used to address key questions in material culture 
research. These advances, alongside cutting-edge scientific techniques investigating the past 
functions of artefacts, are enriching our understanding of object life histories more than ever before.  
 
In this subject, students will acquire the theoretical skills required to engage and reflect critically on 
their own experimental research aims and objectives. Experimental Archaeology is an increasingly 
popular field within Archaeology that aims at replicating specific past processes and activities as a 
way to better understand what is later found in the archaeological record. This actualistic approach 
has proven very useful not only for scientific research, but also as an attractive tool for public 
outreach as well as a compelling discipline for non-scholar to get initiated into Archaeology.  
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2. COMPETENCES   

 
Generic competences:  

1. To develop and improve skills in research, analysis, inference and abstract thinking. 

2. To present information, analysis, interpretation and conclusions in a coherent, critical and 
convincing manner.  

3. To develop the students’ own autonomy as learners and researches.   

4. To apply skills in oral presentation, discussion and debate. 

5. To use transferable team working skills in small group work and oral presentations. 

6. To utilise their project and time management skills. 

7. To be equipped with curation, public outreach/impact skills. 

  

Subject-specific competences:   

1. To bring the students closer to material culture from past societies 

2. To explore the potential and identify the limits of experimental archaeology as a way to test 
hypothesis related to past societies and ways of life. 

3. To gain a better understanding of prehistoric artifacts and object biographies.     

4. To apply an understanding of why experimentation is a key aspect of artefact studies. 

5. To use skills in experimental project design and implementation, with clearly stated aims, methods 
and consideration of variables. 

6. To demonstrate developed skills that will enable them to make a distinction between good and 
poor quality reporting. 

7. To grasp the application of different analytical techniques employed to study the use life of objects. 

8. To apply basic hands-on practical experience in the methods of microwear and residue analysis. 

9. To make and use experimentally produced reference collections. 
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3. CONTENTS  

  
  

Units   

Unit 1. Introduction: basic concepts and beginnings of experimental archaeology 

Unit 2. Experimental archaeology as an alternative approach to prehistoric societies 

Unit 3. Etnoarchaeology as guidance to conduct experimental research 

Unit 4. Experimental Taphonomy and Zooarcheology to reconstruct animal-human 
interactions 

Unit 5. Lithic technology to understand everyday practices and resource 
management 

Unit 6. Art production and Identity 

Unit 7. Ceramics at the dawn of craftmanship 

Unit 8. Results interpretation, data management and publication: how does 
experimentation contribute to solve actual research problems? How should 
experiments be published? 
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5. ASSESSMENT  

  
 
Assessment criteria:  
  
The following criteria will be considered for assessment:   
  

• Participation and debate skills on the different topics and issues addressed, with especial emphasis 
on capacities to respond to different questions critically, sensitively and in detail, using appropriate 
terminology and evidence.  

• Ability to present ideas and develop experimental methodologies showing a good command of 
different communication strategies and presenting their positions and arguments coherently and 
accurately both in oral and written expression.  

• Capacity to understand and apply scientific and statistical models to process and interpret 
experimental data and to extrapolate the results to archaeological contexts. 

• Ability to use research skills consistently, honestly and effectively in all activities and 
experimentations design.  
  
  
Assessment procedures:  
  
In accordance with the University regulations, assessment should be conducted by continuous 
assessment or a final examination. During the first two weeks of the semester, students may 
request from the Dean of the Faculty approval to be assessed by means of a final exam, specifying 
the reasons that justify this request.   
  

.  4 TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS   
  
Student’s workload : 75 hours   
  

Class - contact hours :   24   
-   L ectures   
-   W orkshops   
-   E nd - of - term test   

Independent learning   : 50     1   

     
    
   
       

  
  

- Reading papers 
- Authonomous research and study 
- Preparing oral presentations and 

experiments (for the workshops)  

    
Total  : 75       
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Students who do not request or are not granted this option will be assessed by means of the 
continuous assessment of work performed during the semester (see details below, under 
“Assessment instruments” and “Marking criteria”).   
  
Final exam:   
  
For those students who are not able to follow the continuous assessment scheme there will be one 
final summative two-hour written exam over the material covered during the module, both in the 
lectures and in the seminar sessions. This exam may include objective test questions, short answer 
questions and discussion questions.   
  
If necessary, this Final exam, or its reassessment, will be held on presential format.   
  
Reassessment:   
  
There will be a reassessment opportunity at the end of the second semester. This will also take the 
form of a two-hour written exam, with a similar format to the above-mentioned final examination, 
which will constitute 100% of the reassessment mark  
  
  
  
Assessment instruments:  
  
The assessment of students’ achieved learning outcomes will be based on the following 
components:  
   

- Class participation  
- Report and oral presentation  
- End-of-term test   

  
Given the mostly practical content of the subject, students are required to attend lectures, seminars 
and workshops. Attendance will be monitored and repeated absence without good reason may 
result in failure. A minimum of 80% attendance at teaching sessions will be required to achieve a 
pass in this module. The class participation component will be assessed in terms of the level of 
students’ engagement in the seminars, the quality of their contributions, their preparation for class 
activities and their attitude.   
  
Active participation will be assessed considering, when applicable, content, illustration, 
organisation, expression and oral delivery.  
  
  
At the semester’s end there will be a two-hour test covering the material studied in the module. 
This test may include objective questions, short answer questions and short discussion questions, 
covering both the contents of lectures and the texts discussed in class.  
  
If necessary, the end-of-term test will be held online on UAH Campus Online.  
  



  

  

 7  
  

Marking criteria:  
  
The different assessment instruments described above for the continuous assessment process will 
be used according to the following marking criteria:  
  

- Class participation: 20%  
- Oral presentations: 40%  
- End-of-term test: 40%  

  
Those students who fail the continuous assessment process will not be able to take the final exam, 
but will have the opportunity, according to the University regulations, of a reassessment at the end 
of the second semester. This reassessment will be made through a final examination, as described 
above (see “Assessment procedures”).  
  
Marking descriptors  
  
- Outstanding (MH): Students display an outstanding grasp of the aims and contents of the 
module. All assessment criteria have been achieved at an exceptionally high level. Performance in 
all the tasks shows that students have read and thought at a level well beyond what is expected in 
the module. Students attend lectures and are always well-prepared for discussion in seminars. 
They obtain outstanding results in the mid-term and end-of-term tests, or the final exam, if 
applicable.   
  

- Excellent (SB): Students display an excellent grasp of the aims and contents of the module. All 
assessment criteria have been achieved at a very high standard and an exceptionally high level. 
Performance in all the tasks shows all or most of the appropriate characteristics expected for this 
type of work. Students attend lectures and are well-prepared for discussion in seminars, with almost 
no absences. They obtain excellent results in the mid-term and end-of-term tests, or the final exam, 
if applicable.   
  

- Very Good (N): Students display a very good grasp of the aims and contents of the module. All 
assessment criteria have been met fully and many have been achieved at a good or very good 
standard. Performance in all the tasks shows a good knowledge of the syllabus contents. Students 
attend lectures and seminars, with few absences, and have done most of the preparation for them. 
They have a good foundation in the prescribed readings and build on ideas put forward in lectures 
and seminars. They obtain very good results in the mid-term and end-of-term tests, or the final 
exam, if applicable.   
  

- Satisfactory (A): Students show a satisfactory grasp of the aims and contents of the module. All 
assessment criteria have been met, but some barely exceed the threshold standard to pass the 
module. Performance in all the tasks shows some of the appropriate characteristics in relation to 
content, illustration, organisation and expression. Students are present in lectures and seminars, 
with few absences, and occasionally contribute to discussions. They obtain acceptable results in 
the mid-term and end-of-term tests, or the final exam, if applicable.   
  

- Fail (S): Students show an unsatisfactory grasp of the aims and contents of the module. Some 
assessment criteria do not reach the threshold standard to pass the module. Performance in all the 



  

  

 8  
  

tasks shows limited understanding of essential concepts and/or minimal research. Students have 
multiple absences and when they come, they are often not prepared or they do not say much. Their 
results in the midterm and end-of-term tests, or the final exam, if applicable, are insufficient 
considering the requirements of the course.   
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7. ADITTIONAL PROVITION  

  
The University of Alcalá guarantees that, if due to health requirements, the public authorities 
prevent teaching activity from taking place on the University's premises, the teaching plans' 
objectives will be met through an online teaching and evaluation methodology. The UAH commits 
to return to face-to-face teaching as soon as said impediments cease.   
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