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1. MODULE DESCRIPTION
This course introduces students to the basic concepts, principles and theories of
Cognitive Linguistics and its applications in different linguistic fields. Cognitive
Linguistics is an innovative, expanding approach to the study of language. Rather than
a defined theoretical framework, it emerges as a conglomerate of interdisciplinary
theories with a shared perspective. This course will deal with some of those basic
theories and how these can be applied to language teaching, discourse analysis and
communication studies.

2. AIMS
Generic competences:
1. Development of independent critical thinking based on supportive evidence.
2. Enhancement of language competence in the communication of information,
ideas, opinions, problems and solutions.
3. Development of the abilities to analyse and synthesize information.
4. Development of students’ abilities for independent learning.
5. To make efficient use of library and research skills in order to find and organise
information.
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Subject specific competences:
6. To acquire knowledge on the specific terminology and basic concepts for the
study of English language in a cognitive framework.
7. To perceive linguistic structures and expressions as the surface evidence of
mental processes.
8. To compare traditional approaches to English syntax, semantics, phonology,
pragmatics and discourse with those in Cognitive Linguistics.
9. To learn on some applications of the Cognitive Linguistics theories for different
linguistic and communication fields

3. CONTENTS

Units
Unit 1.- Principles of Cognitive Linguistics theories.
Similarities and differences with other frameworks.
Unit 2.- Categorization and Prototypes.
Applications to the study of English phonology, morphology, syntax and
semantics.
Unit 3.- Frame semantics
Radial Categories
Unit 4.- Conceptual metaphor and metonymy.
Applications to Discourse Studies
Unit 5.- Multimodal Metaphor
Applications to advertising and communication
Unit 5.- Mental Spaces
Conceptual Integration Theory
Unit 6.- Cognitive Grammar
Construction Grammar
Unit 7.- Cognitive Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition
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4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS
4.1. Student’s workload: 100 hours
Class-contact hours:
25

Lectures to introduce and explain the
contents
Students’ expositions
Class discussion

Independent learning:
75

Reading articles
Writing of assignments

4.2. Learning activities, materials and resources

Attending sessions

Autonomous students’ work

Lectures: Presentation of theoretical
issues
Group discussion on the degrees of
applicability of those issues
Students’ expositions on the compulsory
readings
Reading and summarising of relevant
articles and basic readings.
Exploring and studying the main concepts
used in this framework.
Search and selection of relevant
bibliographical and web-based resources
for further exploration on Cognitive
Linguistics applications.

5. ASSESSMENT
Assessment Procedures
Assessment will be continuous, so regular work, completion of assignments,
participation in class and attendance will be compulsory.
Students who cannot attend classes and thus cannot follow continuous assessment
will have a final exam that will count for 100% of the final mark. These students must
first be granted permission to do so by the Dean of Faculty, according to the regulations
of the University.
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Assessment criteria
By the end of the semester, students should be able to:


Use the specific terminology and basic concepts for the study of English
language in a cognitive framework.



Discuss in a critical, personal way some cognitive theoretical approaches to
English language.



Analyse linguistic structures and expressions in terms of mental processes.



Apply cognitive theoretical principles to the study of English language at
different levels: phonological, grammatical or textual and different fields.

Grading criteria



Understanding of concepts, terminology and theoretical approaches in CL as
summarized in the written assignments on the readings – 60%
Ability to discuss and criticize the cognitive approach to the study of language
as well as to analyse different linguistic structures in this framework (through
participation in class discussions and partial tests) – 40%

Besides, students are expected to have a good working knowledge of English
(Common European Framework level B2.2 or above). This will be taken into account
in the assessment of both written assignments and presentations.
Students who do not follow the continuous assessment process will have to apply for
a final exam that will amount to a 100% of their mark.
Likewise, those students who fail continuous assessment will be able to resit for final
exam on the contents of the course that will amount to a 100% of their mark.
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7. ADDITIONAL PROVISION
The University of Alcalá guarantees that, if due to health requirements, the public
authorities prevent teaching activity from taking place on the University's premises, the
teaching plans' objectives will be met through an online teaching and evaluation
methodology. The UAH commits to return to face-to-face teaching as soon as said
impediments cease.
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